[image: image1.jpg]RIVER
WEST

CHURCH






Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 2 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 8:31-47.  Read this passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

Truth for Disciples

Who is Jesus speaking to in this passage?  (see 30 & 31)

How does this impact the way we understand this text?

Why does Jesus lead with the statement in verse 31, “If you hold to my teaching…”?  What is he up to?

The claim of verse 31 was not only a test of how authentic the faith of the Jews was that day, it is also a profound glimpse into the nature of truth.  Ask your group to look closely at the logic and chronology of what Jesus is saying.  What do we learn about truth?  Can a person who is “cold” and disobedient to Christ find truth?

The word “hold” in verse 31 is the Greek word meno.  It is the same word which is used in John 15 in which true disciples are exhorted to remain, or abide in Christ the true vine.  It carries the meaning of an ongoing action.  Why is this abiding in the word of Christ, holding to his teaching, such an important mark of a true disciple?  Isn’t that bordering on legalism?  Ask your group to discuss this issue?

The truth of our bondage

Obviously, the Jews have a very strong reaction to the words of Christ, particulary, “the truth will set you free”.  Why are the Jews so adamant about not being slaves?  What is the logic of their reasoning?

Another way to ask this question if your group doesn’t get it at first is…


What do the Jews presume to posses already by virtue of their Jewish heritage?

The Jews that day were perfectly willing to accept Jesus and his “gift of life” as long as it could be added neatly to the moral and spiritual status they believed they had as “the chosen people”.  How do you see this kind of attitude in the Christian church today?

Why is this such a problem for Jesus?  Can Jesus be a savior to those who do not understand or see their desperate need for salvation?

The nature of our bondage

It is important for us to grasp how Jesus understands our bondage.  In these verses we find a profound ‘unveiling of the human heart’ by Christ.  Ask your group to look closely again at this text and make observations about the nature of our bondage.  The following questions to help to guide the discussion.


What are we in bondage to?


In saying that we are slaves to sin, does this mean we are slaves to the individual acts of sin, ie sinful deeds or something else?  What about this passage leads you to your conclusion?


What kind of response would have convinced Christ that the Jews that day were true believers? 
The nature of true freedom
Similarly, John 8 has much to teach about the nature of true freedom.  Again, ask your group to make observations from the text about how Jesus understands freedom?  What is the source of freedom?  How would you describe freedom?
In his commentary on John, Bruce Milne writes about freedom.  He says, “Our freedom is not the freedom to do as we want, but the freedom from being controlled by our fallen hearts to do as God wants”.  In other words, it is not the liberty to do anything we please, but the liberty to do what we ought.  Ask your group to respond to this quote.  Does it seem contradictory?
How can serving and obeying Jesus Christ as my Lord be “freedom”?
To close the discussion…

What has the Word of God exposed or drawn out of your life in this discussion and how is Christ asking you to respond?

